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AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.
BRYANT'S OPERA HOUSE,

Wl«rt Twanty-Ullrd street. near Sixth arena*..NEORO
MINSTRELSY. Ac.. at 3 IV M., clows at 10 J*. M. Dan
Bryant.

germania theatre.
Pbartaeatb »tre««--uEK tJEWUsENSWCBJi, at P.
If.; c:mi at i\ M. Una Jlayr.

NTBLO'S.
Brogdway.-tom and jerry, atlP. U.;cloiaaat 10:U

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS.
B*eadway, corner of Twenty-ntntn street.NEOBO
MIN£Ttt£.LSY, at 6 P. M. i closes at lu P. 3d.

robinson HALL.
ttxtaantb street.BEGONUi DULL care, at P. K;tlaaaa at 10 Ji V. X. Mr. Muccabe

olobe THEATRE,roadway..Tabiety, at 8 p. M.; cloaea at 10 JO P. IL

WALLACE'S THEATRE,
roadway.-THE SHACOHRAUN, at BP.*.; eloMi at10:10 P. II. Mr. Bouclcault.

BROOKLYN THEATRE.
Watfetnfam «tra«t.LITTLE emly, at 8 P. Mi; cloaai at
iu *> r. m.

ACADEMY OK DE8I0N.
eornor or Twentv-tnlra street end J-'oarth avenae*.EXHIBITIONOF WAThR COLOR FAlNTINO^. Open
trom 9 A. If. to 10 P. M.

WOOD'S MUSEUM,
Broidwty. comer ot Thirtieth street.WITCHES Of
NEW YuRK, at 8 P. M.; closes at 10:45 P. M. Marine at S

METROPOLITAN THEATRE.
Ko. 8M Broadway..VARIETY, at a P. M.; claaes at 10 JO
P. M.

NEW YORK BTADT THEATRE.
Bowery..BIN bTAATSUfcttc.IMNI.Sj?, at 8 P. X.: clows
at 10:45 P. M.

OLYMPIC THKATRE.
Ko. AM Broadway..VARIETY, at 8 P. M.; closes at 10M
r. m.

THEATRE COMIQUE.
Ko. OA Broadway..VaRIKTY. at 8 P. IL; eloMi at 10 4S

BROOKLYN I'ARK THEATRE.
COLONEL SINN'S VARIETY, at 8 P. M.; closes at Iff :tf

ROMAN HIPPODROME,
Twenty-stxtb street anJ Kourth avenue..AAarnooa and
oraniai. at J and &

TONY PASTOR'S OPE*A HOUSE,
£aaoi Bowery..VARIETY, It I P.M.: cioaeaat 10M

FIPTH avenue THEATRE.
Thuip aUhth street and BroadwaT.WOICEN OP THE
SAY, mtl P. M.; cloaea at 10 JO P. X. Mr. Lawto, Mm
arenon, Mlai Jewett

ACADEMY OP MUSIC.
y.itaaath ttreet.Enslttn opera.ERRAXI, at! P. M.
loi Jeaale Van Zandi.

LYCECM THEATRE,
PeanMnth airect and Sixth avenue..TWTXT AXE AJTD
CROWN. atS P. M.; cloaea at 10:U P. M. Mrs. Roiuby.

TRIPLE SHEET.
NEW YORK, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 1875.

From our reports this morning the probdbUitks
are thai the veaiher to-day will be dear,
followed by cloudiness.

Wall Street Yesterday..The stock marketwas generally strong. Foreign exchange
Ann. Money easy on call loans. Gold advancedto 113/. Business was active.

The Cruelty to Children bill is certain
to f>ass the Assembly, and will, no doubt, be
successful in the Senate. We are glad that the
protection of thousands of little wails is than
to be secured.
The New Oblean* Investigation was returnedyesterday ; the testimony for the republicansis elsewhere published, and is intended

to show that black voters were intimidated by
the White League.
Tn* Appeal to Conobess of Frederick

Douglass, Mr. Laugstonand other representativecolored men to secure protection fcr their
race in the South, is given to the public today.We are sorry that they 4ave some fear
of a retaliatory war, and do not-believe there
Is cause for it.

The Constitutional Bill was debated in
the French Assembly yesterday, and Marshal
MacMihon won a preliminary victory by the
announcement that if he was deprived of the
command of the army be would resign the
Presidency. The proposition to that effect
was withdrawn.

The Republican Members of the State
Senate have called a private caucus for to^.is a.

any, we ijeneve, iu coiwiucr- turn nuwuu uu

the bills relating to New York city, and
specially on tbe propositions to alter the
present charter. It is supposed to bo their
intention to oppose all amendments that will
t«nd to facilitate changes in the municipal
departments.
A Wa* ci.orD ni the Pacotc..Mr.

Bteinberger starts from San Francisco todayin the man-of-war Pensaoola on a missionto establish civilization in the Samoan
Islands. For this purpose he takes with him
a condemned howitzer, a lot of guns and
M>me flags. A lull account of this
extraordinary adventure will be found
in oar despatches to-day, and it will
be seen that Mr. Steinberger departs in

United States vessel, with the permission
of the President, who seems to be bis special
admirer. We hope that lie will use his greal
power wisely. If the Samoan Legislature
does not do as Mr. Steinberger likei
let him disperse it. If there is t

league there let him proclaim its memberi
banditti. In short, givo us a strong Lonisiam
policy iu tbe Pacific Ocean, and all will soor

be tranquil and happy in that benighted r&

gion. But how about the howitzer? It it
condemned, but we wonder if Mr. Steinbergei
wi» i-w

NEW T
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CkMikw of Conam*.
The meeting yesterday at the room* of th*

Chamoer of Commerce wu respectable in
numbers, character and public seal, but was
of more value for the possibilities it suggests
than for the actual results it accomplished.
The idea of raising by private subscriptions
a large iund to be offered as a bouus to a

responsible company, which will build a rapid
transit road on a route and plan to be ap'proved by a majority of the subscribers, is
excellent in itself^ but the expectation that an

adequate fund can be made up by petty
subscriptions of one thousand dollars each is
one of thoee seductive illusions into which
sanguine men are apt to fall when kindled to
enthusiasm for some great object without
coolly weighing the sufficiency and adaptation
of the means for its accomplishment We
heartily approTS of the meeting, of
the deep interest in the rapid transit
question which it betokens, of its
plan of stimulating the movement by
volunteer efforts, and even of its thousand
HnlU* cnKtr«ntinn« V.vmfv mttun wlin «v.

gages to give that cum enlists in the cause,
give* a pledge of his sineerity, and binds himselfto act as ft missionary in propagating and
diffusing public interest in the question. If
the effort is well managed it is possible that
a million dollars may be raised in this manner,but a million is such a bagatelle to ths
heavy cost of the enterprise that it is necessaryto look to other sources for a fund ade;
quate to the occasion. The plan starts from
an excellent idea, but it needs to be carried
out by a different method and on a larger
scale. It may be well to raise a million by a

thousand subscriptions of a thousand dollars
each ; but there are wealthy, public spirited
men in the city who oould contribute a million
each without inconvenience, if 60 inclined,
and the success of a volunteer movement dependson the possibility of securing handsomesubscriptions from our great millioninaires.

It is the pride and distinction of our country
that the possessors of great fortunes, acquired
by enterprise and business sagacity, do not
incline to make a purely selfish disposition of
their wealth. Many of them leave munificent
bequests to public institutions in their wills,
and many exercise a higher iorm of generosity
by splendid donations tor public or charitable
uses in their lifetime while they can be personalwitnesses of the good they do and have
the satisfaction of seeing the institutions
which are planted by tbeir aid and watered by
their munificence grow up and flourish under
their fostering care. This species of generosityin which the rich men of our country
excel all others is partly due to the nature of
our institutions. In this country estates cannotbe entailed, orders of nobility have no

place, wealth cannot be employed to support
the dignity of a title, and ambition
to build up a family to take rank
with a hereditary aristocracy is a motive never

felt by republican citizens, whose energy and
ability raise them to affluenoe. We, doubtless,
have our sbare of men who cherish a sordid
lore of property for its own sake, and hold on
IU ID WllU WO mui gx &|# VI BTDl IUO | UUti wo

have also a large proportion who prize wealth
chiefly as a badge of success and a title to distinction.The consideration it gives them in
the community is the principal source of the
satisfaction which they derive from the possesionof wealth, and when they hare establishedtheir claim to stand in the highest
rank of sucoessfal men of business they hare
filled the measure of that kind of ambition.
Instead of aspiring, as such men do in
England, to gain admittance into the
charmed circle of the titled aristocracy,and to found families which primogenitureand entails would perpetuate,
they apply a portion of their wealth to objectsof pablic beneficence. The tendency of
our institutions to, divert property into such
channels is illustrated by many instances in
this city. The most successful of our merchants,Mr. Stewart, besides his benefactions
to seminaries of learning, has built a new town
in the suburbs to furnish cheap and pleasant
homes for people in moderate oircumstances,
and has erected a spacious and beautiful
building on Fourth avenue, where toiling
women will be able to live in deeency and
comfort without exhausting their slender
mean*. Mr. Astor has founded a great

| library and maintains it for the free u«e of
the public; Mr. Cooper has founded a similar
institution for the benefit of the laboring
clas.se?, as Mr. Astor's is for the benefit of
scholars and men of culture. Mr. AnIderson has made a noble gift to
promote a favorite object of the late
Professor Agassiz in providing cheap in;struction in the natural sciences. These
instances illustrate the disinterested liberality
of our New York millionnaires and reflect honor
upon the class to which they belong. With
such men among us, aod in view of the ex|
amples which some of them have already set,
may we not hope that they will be induced to
pour the abundant streams of their gen&riosity into a new channel, and confer upon
the city in which they have acquired their
wealth a benefit which will reach thousands
of recipients for every individual who profits
by'their other benefactions ?
We might dwell on the effect of efficient

contributions to rapid transit in enhancing
the valne of tbeir own property. They are

the heaviest of oar taxpayers, and it wonld
be easy to show that ths prodigious rise in
property in the upper part of the city would
lighten their taxes by multiplying the values
on which taxes are levied. It would be easy to
demonstrate that cheap rapid communication
with the upper part of the island would add
to the value of all city property and that
the largest owners would profit most

by the iucrease. But we prefer to addressour appeal to their public spirit
rather than their interest. They have abundantlyshown that they are capable of disinterestedmotives, and if they shonld now periform a great act of far-seeing generooitv noIbody would wish to violate its dignity or abate

t deserved admiration by suggesting that it
i proceeded from a sense of interest. If they
* put forth their strong hands to carry forward
i rapid transit to early completion it will be in
i the character of public benefactor*, seeking
i no reward but the esteem of their fellow citi1zens and the grateful remembrance ot those
. who come after them. We have many citi

sens who could contribute a million dollars
r cach to a great pablic object and never feel

the poorer for so praiseworthy a deed.
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Messrs. A*tor, Stewart, Cooper, Vanderbllt,
TUden, Anderson, Brown, Belmont, Duncan,
Lenox, Goelet nod Taylor are twelve gentlemenwho could contribute twelve milliondollar* to rapid transit and thereby
erect a monument more enduring than marble
or bronxe. They would not stand before the

public in the Hght of an association of capitalistsbuilding a road for private profit It
would yield a profit and ultimately a large
one, but they could vindicate their charaeter
tor generosity in one of two waya. They
might arrange for sinking all profits in a con!stant reduction of fares, requiring the rates
to be just sufficient for keeping the road in
repair; or, which would be still better, they
might make a perpetual donation of the
profits to institutions of charity located in or

near the city. Under the guardianship of
trustees, like those who manage the Pcabody
Fund, the net prooeeds could be distributed
to worthy institutions for the relief of the
unfortunate. It oould be so arranged that
eaoh contributor would be at liberty to designatethe charity to which his proportionate
share should be given, and under the names of
the Astor Fund. th« Stewart Fund, the Coooer
Fond, and io forth, long generations of recipientsin various institutions would bless
the memory of their particular benefactors.

The Kjitartrai Memoirs ot George IT.

The supply is, in most cases, equal to the
demand. Occasionally it is greater than the
demand, as Brown, the myth, has discovered.
He advertised for one book and is offered a

whole library. Ho offered to pay five thousand
dollars for one copy and he is asked to pay fifty
thousand for ten copies. This is rather bard
on Mr. Brown, that, after having declared
that but one copy of the mysterious memoirs
of George 17. is in existence, he should find
the complete edition extant and ready for
delivery at No. 659 Broadway, on the
terms mentioned, C. O. D. Mr. Fountain
x. rox nas me omy existing copy in nis

library at Louisville, Ky., and Captain Leavitt
has the only existing copy at Portland, Me.
Messrs. J. Sabin k Sons have sold several
"only" copies, which are likely to tarn up in
various parts of the country, and we presume
quite a lot of others will be found this week
in the Nassau street book stores. That they
have been diligently looked for therein is a

dead certainty. It is probable that every
second hand book stall in New York has been
ransacked.
The original mystery of this book about His

Majesty George IV. is eclipsed by the new

one. The first gentleman in Europe never

made as great a bobbery in his life as he has
done in his memoirs, and we. forget the
scandal about Mrs. Fitzherbert in looking at
the amazing spectacle which Mr. Fox and Mr.
Leavitt present The book is more wonderful
in its simultaneous appearances than it is in
its contents, and if its custodians continue to
come forward its circulation will soon rival
our own.

The only copy in existenoe of this book
reminds us of the veterans of the Revolutionarywar, the last survivor of which is continuallybeing discovered. It is like the dab
which killed Captain Cook, whioh is to be
found in every museum, and by the inherent
numerousness of which Mr. Barnum has
beaten all the other possessors. It is like
Washington's coachman, three hundred of
whom are known to have driven his family
hones for thirty years. It is like Washington's
nurse, dozens of which still survive in
& rirta old Acre. It is like the nknll of St.

James, which is reverently exhibited in every
Italian village. It is like the latest publication,"which no gentleman's library should
be without." It is like the only heir to the
Dutch and English fortunes, who is now supposedto be a large part of a population of
America. It is like the Original Jacobs in Chathamstreet, and the Original Original Jacobs,
and the only Original Original Jacobs. It is
like the Constitution of the United States, of
which Andrew Johnson has the only existing
copy. It is like the only true religion, of
which each sect is the exclusive possessor.
Fin&llv. it is like Sir Bovle Hocho'a hirri.
which was known to fly in two places at once,
o wonderful was its swiftness, and to sum np

its resemblances we beg leave to say that w«
believe that bird was a canard.

A Silent Lobby.
There it probably no interest more important,more efficient, and at the same time

worthy of more attention, than what may be
called the sewing machine lobby in Washington.The sewing machine is an invention
that has become as necessary to oar civilizationas the nxe or the gridiron ; no household
can do without it Beginning in a modest
way, it has now spread all over the world, an

invention so delicate and intricate, with bo

many changes and improvements, growing
from year to year simpler, cheaper and more

useful. Although supply and demand, improvedmachinery and competition have en!abled the sewing machine companies to make
the instruments at tmall cost, there has
really been no diminution of the price in
America. The reason of tyiis is that a

few companies.three or four, we think.
have combined and purchased all the patents,
and by these rights they compel every machineto pay them an extravagant royalty,
amounting to as much as the whole cost of
t.hfl instrument itself. Tha cormermnnr* ia.

^ T

that in any foreign country.France, Germany,England, and even in Canada.sewing
machines are as cheap as stores. Better machinesthan we have are sold for less than
half the cost. But, by reason of these patent*,
the combination which owns them, with the
interest they have at Washington, a monopoly
is formed that practically controls the market
in the United States, and every buyer of a

sewing machine pays a tax of one hundred
per cent to the combination that holds these
patent right*.
The agon's of this combination have been

and are now among the busiest, shrewdest
and moat effective managers in Washington.
The story that they have endeavored to obtain
nn extension to one of the patent* is undunbterllytrue, but it is a question whether they
have Huccccded or tailed. Far be it from us

to deny to the inventor of one of these
machines the profit duo to genius and skill;
but the protection afforded by a patent to an

inventor oanuot last forever. The community
lias right* an wp!1 as the inventor. The meu
who have maue spwin^ machines have amassed
fortunes. They have l>een repaid over and
over again for their capital and their fckill. It
would be wiae for Congress to have the whole

FEBRUARY 2. 1875.-TR)
subject thoroughly Investigated. Ths mult,
we think, would show that the Mwing machine
people bare made m much money from their
inventions m they are entitled to reoeive.

The UttrNt e« th* Cttjr Deposits*
The presant city charter provides that the

Mayor and the City Chamberlain shall designatethe banks or trost companies in which
all moneys of the city and county shall be
deposited, "but no such bank or trust comipany shall be designated unless its officers
shall agree to pay into the dty treasury int
terest on the daily balanoes at the rate of not
less than four per cent per annum."' It
further requires that all interest accrued on

deposits shall be paid to the Commimioners of
the Sinking Fund. Prior to the passage of
the charter of 1873 no law existed by which
the Chamberlain could be required to demand
or collect any intereet on the deposits. For a
little over three years, however, the Chamberlainhad required the banks to pay four per
oent on 'the daily balances, and under
Chamberlain Bradley and his predecessor
nearly half a million dollars had been thus
oollected and paid over to the general fund.
Daring Chamberlain Palmer's term of
office the dty lost the interest, except on a

trifling amount of deposits, in consequence of
the action of the Comptroller, who notified
the banks of deposit not to pay interest to the
Chamberlain, and there was no law requiring
them to pay it to any other person or in any
other manner. The charter of 1873 settled
the difficulty by the provisions to which we
bare referred.
A bill is now before the State Senate.it

has already passed the Assembly.abolishing
that provision of the charter which fixes the
minimum interest to be exacted of the banks
of deposit, and giving to the Mayor and
Chamberlain authority to agree with the
banks upon suoh a rate as they may deem expedientWe regard the bill at a very dangerousone, and believe that for the pubho
good it ought to be defeated. It would give
to a corrupt mayor and chamberlain the
power to use the deposits for their own advantage,and to put any proportion of the interestthey might please to appropriate into
their own pockets. Of course Mayor Wickham
and Chamberlain Lane woald not do this;
but laws should be framed for the protection
of the citizens without regard to the honesty
vi iuc pciouuo wuu unppuu vu UO 1u1 UiO jluv_r~

ment iu possession of the publio offices. The
argument used by those who favor the proposedalteration of the law is that the banks
cannot just now afford to pay four per cent
on the public deposits, and that circumstances
may arise which will render it yet more unprofitablefor them to hold the city moneys
on such terms. But if the present deposit
banks are not willing to pay four per cent interestto the city there are plenty of other
banks and trust companies in the city that
stand ready to do so. Institutions quit* as

trustworthy and secure as any of the present
city deposit banks pay four per cent interest
to private depositors, and are prepared to pay
the same on publio moneys. There is no

good reason, therefore, why such an objeotionablealteration of the charter should be
asked for, and we regard the bill before the
Senate as one that ought to be rejected.
At the same time some amendments might

be judioioasly made to the thirty-fifth sectionof the charter, relating to the nnblie de-

podia. The Chamberlain gives bonds to (he
mount of one million dollars, which security

is intended and ought to oorer the safe keepingof the city moneys. The Mayor gires no
bonds at alL By uniting tbe Mayor with the
Chamberlain in the designation of the banks
of deposit, thus taking the sole responsibility
away from the latter offioer, we release the
Chamberlain's sureties, in case the public
money should be deposited in an insecure
bank or trust company, and should in consequenoebe lost Tbe bondsmen for the acts
of the Chamberlain could not be held tonnswerfor acts committed by the Mayor and
Chamberlain jointly. It would, therefore,
seem eminently proper to place the power of
selecting the banks of deposit in the Chamberlainalone, thus securing the city from loss
through his sureties, or to require special
bonds from the Mayor to answer for the safe
keeping of tbe deposits. It would also seem
to be desirable and just that the interest paid

J Ak..«lA
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and thus directly decrease the taxation of the
year, instead of into the sinking fund, which
already possesses a surplus over and above
the whole city debt for which it is pledged.
These amendments to the law regulating the
city deposits and the interest thereon would
be of public advantage. The proposal to
leave the rate of interest to be a matter of
public bargain between the banks and the
agents of the city is at once unnecessary and
dangerous.

Mew York's Datjr.
The eminently practical action which the

Philadelphia managers of the Centennial are
now taking deserves fair and favorable con*

ideration on our part It is not a surrender in
any sense of the local pride in which, naturallyenough, this enterprise had its originand
which occasionally has some rather grotesque
manifestations. It is nothing of this kind:
for Philadelphia feels that she can have her
celebration whether New York aids or not;
bnt it in a frank acknowledgment of brotherhood,it is a manly appeal to brotherly feeling,which mast not be disparaged. If there
were or are foolish people in Philadelphia so

pettishly jealons and self-complacent as to
talk about being entirely indifferent to the
sympathy of New York they hare either
changed their minds or sre silent. Philadel|
phin docs need cor help, and, in a manly,
straightforward way, comes forward and asks
it. We wish New York had not waited to be
asked, bnt, being asked, there onght to be no

doubt about her answer. If Philadelphia, like
Chicago, worj laid waste by fire, or, as long ago
was the case, desolated by pestilence, there
would be no pause in our generosity, no need
of asking purses to l>e opened. When, a

hundred years ago, the poor of Boston were

suffering the tortures of a siege or of exile,
Philadelphia, bo it remembered, did not wait
to be solicited, but sent, ol her abundance,
generously. So would it be if God's hatid
were laid heavily on lis. The similitude of the
necessity, then and now, is not a very exact
one, we concede; but it is not wholly without
its iipponitene*». Neglect or refusal to furnish
the relatively small sum Philadelphia asks of
us may not lea d to absolute failure, bat to
something kindred to it. And with that pos-

IPLB SHEET.
ibllity eu New York, in oommon deoeney,
hold back? The exultant echo which will
come from abroad whan the newe goes
thither that the United States, through the
apathj of ita greatest and richest city, doea
not care or choose to celebrate the oentenary
of independence, will sound dismally in
our crowded streeta and palatial dwellings.
Ws then shall know what a mistake
we have made, not only in a sentimental, but
in a material point of view. The sentimental
aspect has been presented, it may be, ad nauseam,and it is a pity that sentiment and sympathyso pure should ever be wearisome.
The tenantlees and useless walls (if ever,
through our fault, they should prove so) of
the great and really magnificent buildings
Philadelphia is now erecting will be like grim
skeletons of what might have been full of
life and health, a standing reproach to the
whole oountry, and to none so poignantly aa to
us. The material interest we of New Tork
have in its complete suooees cannot b^fver-
stated. Nobody denies it, and yet ^Bodjdoea anything to promote it What airanormominteger of the vast population that
will go and carry its products and fabrics to
Philadelphia is this oity and its neighborhood!
Hither, for at least sojourn, mast the returningconcourse come; for no one pretends that
Philadelphia can by any exertion furnish sufficientaccommodation. All this without
reference to the visitors from abroad who
must make New York the point of access.

TUtos on tlxe Witness Stand. .

Judge Neilson, after taking the two days
that intervened between Friday and Monday
for weighing the arguments of counsel, announcedyesterday morning his decision to admitthe testimony of Tilton, with a restriction
against stating the confidential communicationsof his wife. The faot that so able a

Judge decided, after fall argument and
mature deliberation, to permit Tilton to go
on the witness stand, will be acoepted by the
pnblio m a presumption that his testimony is
legally admissible; and it is difficult to see
on what groand of equity or common sense
it could have been objected to by any who are

willing that all the facts be brought to light
Tilton is, of course, under a bias, and allowanceshould be made for that Bat with the
exception of Mr. Beecher, who is under a bias
at least equally strong, and Mrs. Tilton, who
cannot be admitted to testify at all, Tilton is
more thoroughly acquainted with the facts
than any other individual. It would be
morally absurd, even if it were legally
permissible, to allow Mr. Beecher to go on to
the witness stand and exclude Mr. Tilton.
The anteoedent presumption against the cred-
ibility of the testimony of these interested
parties is no greater on the one side than on

the other. Tbe motive of Mr. Beecher to save
himself from irretrievable disgrace and utter
ruin is at least as strong as that of Mr. Tilton
for showing tbat be has suffered a wrong

' which commonly brings derision on the husband!as well as an ineffaceable stain on his
wife and children. No motive could bring an
ordinary husband of any social pride to swear
to such a story unless he believed it true.
There is an obvious motive why a man accusedof such an offence should deny it, even

if true, because a sentiment of honor requires
him to shield the woman, though he might be
willing to faoe the personal oonsequenoes to
himselt
The disgust and horror expressed by Mr.

Beecher's friends at the idea of Tilton swearingaway the reputation of his wife in a court
of justice is proper enough on the supposition
of her innocenoe ; but tbat is the very point
in controversy. A husband who has really
been wronged in that way is under no obligation,legal or moral, to bear it in patienoe and
silence, xne iaw recognises nis rigmto complainand to publish bis wrong by allowing
prosecutions for divorce. Social opinion
brands him with contempt if, after learning
of such a wrong, he meekly endures it The
fact that a court of justice entertains such a

trial as that which is now pending, and that
publio opinion generally demanded that a court
should sit upon and sift this soandal, are

patent admissions that the accuser has a

right to moke the facts known, if he has facts
to telL Every divorce suit, every erim. con.

suit, involves on attempt by a husband to
blacken the reputation of his wife, and if this
is too horrible to be permitted the law is
wrong whioh gives a husband a right of
action in Buch cases. We would have abstainedfrom this line of remark if a Brooklyn
paper, published under the eyes of the Court,
had not last evening attempted to cover Tilton
with odium for testifying against his wife.
All that we insist on is even-handed justice.
Let the plaintiff and the defendant have equal
advantages in Court. A rigorous cross-examinationon both sides will assist the jury in
forming their conclusion. After Judge Neilsondecided that this witness has a legal right
to testify, it is impertinent to hold him up to
public abhorrence for attempting to do what
every injured husband necessarily does in
seeking legal redress. It lies in the rery natureof thiugs that a divorce suit cr a crim.
con. suit brought by a husband cannot be
tender of the reputation of his wife.

Th« Fragility »f BallroM Machinery
In Frosty Weather aaA tit* MidguardRail.

The terrible disaster on the Great WesternRailway near Shipton, England, has
aroused attention to the fragility of rolling
stock and revived the wholesome agitation of
the proposed mid-guard rail This frightful
accident to an express train of thirteen
crowded cars was due to the breaking of a

tire or axle and the precipitation «of hundreds
of passengers over an embankment The
fracture of axles and the running gear of rail*
wny carriages is one of the most unavoidable
source of peril to the passenger. Engineers
have clearly traced it to the subtle physical
change in the fibrous texture of the host iron,
the toughest and most fibrous metal assuming,after long straius, the crystalline form.
The Shipton disaster occurred during a

thaw, after extreme cold, and seerus thereforeto connect the fragility of the broken
machinery with the frosty wenthor and its
effect on the tensile strength of the tire. The
increased liability to such accidents in very
cold or thawing weather has long linen noticed.A late writer in a scientific journal has
shown the strong probability that this in.
creased peril arises not so much from weakeningof the metal by oold as from a diminution
of the elasticity of the road-bad and also of
the machinery. During the int«ns« cold of

December in Pranee the inhabitants of Meafr
martre reported they oonld diatinctly has*
the trains passing through the distent tunnel
of Batignollea, bat when the thaw cams they
were no longer audible. The critical moment
in the history of a railway axle appears, however,to be that whioh marks the sadden riM
of temperature after the cold spell
has for some time held the iron in its
icy and eompressiTe grip. The shaft that
has been for a year or two undergoing slow
crystallisation is then, by a few successive
shocks, brought to the fracture point, and the
slightest jar or oaoillation of the train may
precipitate such a calamity as that whioh oocurredat Shipton. That much may be done
by railroad managers to avert such disasters
in frnchr VMifkar la AW1/Ianf nmvi/lail

trains are then ran with an eye to thii danger.
But the remedy lies deeper than It is
very questionable whether any amoant of inspectionand care in the manufacture and
working of rolling stock will ever prevent the
occasional breakage of axles and tires. The
true wisdom is to provide against the train
leaving the track after snob fractures have
occurred, and some of the highest engineer
ing authorities have approved the plan of the
mid-guard rail. This idea oonsists simply of
laying down a third rail in the centre of the
track, whioh shall be no enoumbranoe and
under no wear so long as the flanged wheels
perform their office; but as soon as the
derailment commenoes the guard rail interposesto keep the oar in the line of the road.
It is said that if the Great Western had been
supplied with suoh a safeguard the disabled
car might easil/ have run to the next station
without aocident or injury to any one. The
introduction of the third rail on our wealthiestroads, whose express trains make forty
miles an hour, would immensely enhance the
safety of the passenger and not very materia
ally increase the oost of the track. As the
guard rail is exposed to no l'riotion, except in
case of accident, it would not require renewal
for a great many years, and would probably
pay for its oost in the increased popularity
and reputation for safety it would give the
lines adopting it The discussion of its value
from an economical and an engineering standpointis timely and important to the travelling
public, and we hope it may be fairly weighed
by railway authorities in this country.

XHX w.wmnTun in U10 neignDoruooa 01 new
York is in its lull glory, and, unless wo hare
unseasonably warm weather, is likely to be
good for a month.

Thx Steer Cabs are the chariots of diseaseand of death. The next step of the health
authorities should b« to require cleanliness*
even if they cannot enforoe other hygienia
laws equally important

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Robert Browning will shortly publish a volume,
In sil England, Ireland and Scotland ontjr 1X7

daily papers.
This month that naughty Mordaant dlroroe case

comes on again in England.
Secretary Deiano and Senator Beaben E. Fsnton

were in this city yesterday.
Surgeon William M. King, United States Nary,

quartered at the Albemarle Hotel.
Mr. Daniel Dougherty, of Philadelphia, is among

the latest arrtTala at the St James Hotel.
Ex-Conffreesmsn D. s. Bennett and Mr. Edward

R. Bacon, of Buffalo, are at tbe Mrtb Arenne Hotel,
commodore John 1L OoldaborouffQ. United States

Navy, ku Uien up hla quarters at the Winchester
Boot*.
Mrs. Jewell, wit* of the Fostraaater General, ar>

rived at the Fifth Avenue Hotel last evening iron
Waatungton.
Look out for the domeatto tiger. An English

Coroner's Jury baa Just found that a baby was
killed by a hungry cat
Mr. Franklin b. Gowen, President of the Philadelphiaand Reading Railroad Company, la realdlngat the Brevoort House.
A little work on British wild flowers, oon>

sidered in tnelr relation to Insects, bas been
written by Sir John Lubbock.

All the spanlsb prleets have been lnstrnoted to
offer up prayers' lor Alfonso and to acknowledge
the receipt of tpe instruction. Bualneaa-llke.
Mr. W. Oswald Charlton, or the Britiah Legation

at Waeblugton. is registered st the Westmoreland
Hotel, lie will aali for England to-morrow tn the
steamship Java.
Miss Renter, daughter of the Baron and Ba>

roness Keut»r, was married at bt. George's, Hanorersquare, London, January u, to Connt Albert
Magnus osto Steenbuc*. Secretary to the Swedish
and Norwegian Legation.
M. Pierre La Uous*e, editor of the Grand

DictAonnaure unioersel <lu Dlx-XcuvMme si&sta,
died recently in Paris at the age ot flity-seven.
More investigation. Oi 103 deaths fronf dellrinmtremens in the English army In India 84 vlo.

tims were sergeants and only 20 privates. S« <

they propose to investigate how it Is that aer>
geants can get liquor uo much more treely.
Tb» question relative to the admission or female*

to the courses of the laculty of modiclne baa been
decided in laror of Mile. Ooumergue at MontpeL
tier. Hue has been authorized to pursue the necca.

sary studies In order to obtain the degree of doctorof meaiciue.
Sir Edward Creasey, the historian, is about

to resign the appointment of Chief Justlc*
of Ceylon, which he has held for more than four*
teen years. It Is said thai the precarious state of
his health would render a return to Ceylon In all
likelihood fatal.
Here's a coance ror loose ntiousters. The Londoncorrespondent of tbe Scotsman wiites:.

"From a well to formed source I learn that an expedltlonof a remarkable character la being organ*
tzed in Enrope for tttc purpose of emoting ft land*
lng on tbe shores of a distant conntrjr. The ooject
or tbe expedition will b« to accomplish tbe overthrowof tbe existing government and to appoint
as chief of tbe executive a man well known In tba
politics of a large part of tbe world. It Is said
that many persons of Influence and wealth hava
pledged themselves to support or take part in tbe
enterprise."
Qramatic scene at tbe reading of a will. A rlcb

dame who recently died at an advanced age at
Fontalnebieao, left a will containing, among
others, a bequest to ber physician of all the ob.
jecta contained in an olden oak che»t or ber cantinet dr toilette, for "his enlightened csre and the
sage Instructions" which bad enabled ber to !lvt
to inch an advanced age. There was great comimotlou anions: tbe heirs whon this clause in ttic
win was read, and greater curiosity to know what
treasures bad escaped them. The notary handed
the key to the doctor, wi»o on opening the chest
lound all tnc drug* and potions that he had
ordered for his patient during '.lie past twenty
years.
More trouble about ramiiy sliver. A plcnlpoten.

tUry ol the Landgrave or Hesse-Uumpenlielin has
appeared at Prague and claimed tne silver plate,
valued at i.500,000 thalers, which the Elector o:
Hesse had rakon with him to that place, and whict
was there left at hi* death, i he Landgrave, wh<
would have i>ecn heir presumptive had Cassel not
been annexed to Prussia, and who, having mad<
his peace with I'russia, Is lu the Pruishiu service,
claims this silver as lormlng pari of the entailed
property or the lamlly. Tne Counts of Hanau. sou*
of the late rrince by nis morganatic marriage, reluseto give it up unless tbe property of tne l«t«
Pnuce, sequestered by Prussia and valMd 0 »

16,000.000 tbalers, is restored to them.


